2009 MRPA Student Committee
Year End Report

Brandy Boyd – Student Committee Chair

Erin McCarty – Student Committee President

The Student Committee started off the year in September and had to organize quickly in order to get ready for the scholarship golf outing and NRPA. Our committee follows the university calendar, meeting regularly between September and April then taking a recess for the months of May through August while students are on summer break from classes. 

In April, the Student Committee elected a cabinet for 2009-2010, consisting of Erin McCarty from Michigan State as president, Tyler Champt from Central Michigan as vice president and Emily Francis from Michigan State as secretary. The committee took a recess in May and reconvened in September. This year’s meetings were held on the first Thursday of each month, rotating location between Michigan State and Central Michigan each month to allow for equal driving amounts since most members are students at these two schools. This schedule will be adjusted in the spring to Tuesday nights and location will be determined centrally based on what schools the majority of students are coming from.
Student Committee members volunteered at the annual scholarship golf outing in September, bringing 22 volunteers from CMU, MSU and, for the first time, WMU. In October, 12 students from MSU and 1 student from CMU traveled to Salt Lake City, UT for the NRPA Congress and Exposition. A fall workshop in Grand Rapids was planned for November, but due to scheduling conflicts among students, was cancelled. The same speakers and workshop topics will be revisited at the pre-conference workshop, scheduled to take place on February 2 before conference begins.
Building upon the presentation that was made by the Student Committee on Facebook as a marketing tool at the 2009 MRPA Conference, the committee reworked and presented the updated version at the MRPA Marketing workshop in Canton in November and to the staff at East Lansing Parks, Recreation and Arts in December. The presentation was well received and the students are looking to continue presenting on this topic in the future. 

Spring semester begins January 11. Brandy and Erin will be working hard to recruit students from all of the universities with recreation programs to volunteer at conference (MSU, CMU, WMU, Spring Arbor, Calvin, GVSU, FSU, LSSU, and NMU) and to make conference a valuable experience for students. 
2009-2010 Goals:

Increase membership from existing participating universities and recruit students from schools other than MSU and CMU.


The Student Committee currently has 51 members, 10 new student members joined this fall. Brandy made a presentation at Spring Arbor University and 2 Western Michigan students volunteered at the golf outing. Currently, we are reaching out to all university recreation programs to encourage students to attend conference, with confirmations of students attending from WMU, Ferris, Spring Arbor, MSU and CMU so far. 

Continue the Facebook Marketing presentation by making presentations to regional groups and at workshops.


Presented at the MRPA Fall Marketing Workshop in Canton on November 21 and to the staff at East Lansing Parks, Recreation and Arts in December.

Hold a fall workshop to focus on educating students about their professional interests in a non-classroom setting.


A workshop featuring Val Romeo, TR specialist from Kentwood P&R, Brad Fritz from Poligon Corp., and a representative from the Tulip Time Festival in Holland as speakers, as well as numerous professionals from around the state to help students with resumes, mock interviews and how to be an intern, was planned to take place in Holland in November, but was cancelled due to low registrations. This same workshop is being re-planned for February 2. 

Upcoming Meetings:

The spring meeting schedule will be as follows:

· January 12, 7 pm at CMU

· February at conference

· March 16, 7 pm at MSU

· April 6, 7 pm TBD

· May – August recess

· Fall 2010 dates TBD by new committee cabinet

