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· Over the past year the committee has monitored numerous bills and resolutions in the legislature.  Of particular interest was the follow through on appropriating MNRTF grant monies early enough in the calendar year to allow grants money to be spent during the summer.  SB 322 (McManus) achieved this objective as was enacted in May, 2009

·  State Park Passport Legislation (SBs 388-389, and HBs 4677-4678):  MRPA testified in support of this legislation to use an increase in motor vehicle registration fees ($10/car and $5 per motorcycle) to fund State Parks and provide 10% of the revenues to support development grants to local parks.  Movement occurred on all four bills, but only SB 388 was enacted to provide a temporary continuation of current annual and daily entry fees.  The House supported an “opt-out” method of paying the additional fees, but the Senate insisted upon an “opt-in” method.  MRPA voiced concerns about enforcement, especially in areas where state and local parks were contiguous – those concerns were partially met with improved enforcement provisions.  The bills will be high on the agenda for passage in 2010, and MRPA will continue to advocate for strong enforcement and retaining the 10% set aside for local parks.

· The committee developed a large public policy platform in which we identified areas of interest to monitor when proposed legislation is developed that impacts the members of MRPA.  This will be reviewed and updated at the end of the year.  Mark Brochu will develop/revise a platform as the incoming chair.  Mark will also establish the meeting schedule for next year.
· Mayor McDowell from Adrian was selected to receive the Local Elected Official Award for the annual conference.  No State Elected Official Award was granted because the committee could not identify any deserving official.
· HB4204 and HRH-H would amend the distribution and use of MNRTF monies for grants.  MRPA opposed both items and they remain in House Committees having received no action in 2009.  MRPA will continue to actively monitor both the bill and the constitutional amendment.
· SB 222 Recreation Authorities was passed by both Houses of the legislature to allow school districts to be defined as “local units of government” so that they may participate in the creation of Recreation Authorities and thus be eligible to levy up to 1 mill for recreation purposes with voter approval.  The House withheld immediate effect and the bill remains in the Senate.  MRPA was neutral on this bill.
· The committee has reported out on the following issues:  Encroachments on public park land.  This is being watched.  Jim Bresciami and Dan Stencil both have had serious issues with encroachment.
· SB 576 would have transferred control over the disposition of state lands currently under MDNR control to MDMC.  MRPA opposed this legislation and it has not moved out of the Senate Appropriations Committee where it has resided since introduction.  
· Act 372 - Concealed Weapons was discussed and researched extensively by Jim Bresciami and Dennis Schornack.  Michigan is an “open carry” state for firearms, meaning that a person may carry a registered firearm on their person without a concealed weapons permit, so long as the weapon may be seen, e.g., in a holster.  Several pro-gun groups were holding picnics in public parks with the tag line:  “Bring a dish to pass and a gun to wear.”  After consideration of whether MRPA should seek to amend Act 372 to add “local parks” to the list of areas where firearms cannot be worn or taken, the committee decided not to pursue the matter further.
· HB 4183 would provide insurance coverage for Autism.  At the request of the TR committee, MRPA is monitoring this bill to cover various treatments for individuals who have autism which currently are paid out of pocket.  The bill passed the House (84-25) in June, but has not moved in the Senate where it remains in the Senate Committee on Economic Development and Regulatory Reform.
· Members of the committee, Executive Director, and current President met with Director Humphries and the Interim Chief Bruce Rasher from the Governors Office who is overseeing the merging of the DNR and DEQ departments under Executive Order 2009-45 into the new Michigan Department of Natural Resources and the Environment (MDNRE).  The committee was concerned over the melding of the two departments, representation and appointments by the Commission.   Discussion ensued on co-operation, future mutual goals.  In addition to this conversation was information presented on the following issues:  Horse Trail, Universal Access (Master/5-Year Plans) and the passport bill.   The EO will take effect in January, 2010.
· HB 4610, the so-called “Right to Ride “ legislation for equestrians would allow horse use of on all state lands.  MRPA stands in opposition with MUCC and issued an Action Alert to our members to oppose the bill as session wound down.  The bill as passed by the House in November (76-26) would have jeopardized up to $25 million/yr. of Pittman Robertson money from the federal government.   MRPA does support a Senate substitute bill negotiated by Senator Birkholz, S-2, that would allow for more limited equestrian use of state lands.  On December 18, 2009, the Senate Agriculture Committee reported out the S-2 substitute of the bill that presently resides on the Senate calendar pending action in 2010.

· The Public Policy Committee will offer a session at Conference entitled:  “Grant Funds for Trails.”  It will be a panel discussion that will follow federal money through the state and to local parks for trails.  Attendees will learn where and how to apply for trail grants.  In addition, the MNRTF staff will provide sessions on Master planning and how to apply for MNRTF grants for both development and land acquisition.
· The committee will ensure that Michigan is represented at the March, 2010 NRPA  National Forum / Great Lakes Regional Council for Washington DC to advocate in Congress for NRPA priorities.
· HB 4970 – “Release of Liability by Parents for Minors”.  The Court of Appeals has ruled that all waivers of minor rights to sue for injury in recreational events are invalid unless specific statutory provision for such waivers is made.  HB 4970 would make that statutory exception and validate parental waivers for minors who participate in recreational events.  It remains in the House Judiciary Committee.  The Public Policy Committee is aware of the implications this has on all recreation and leisure pursuits.  Meanwhile, the Michigan Supreme Court is deliberating its decision in Woodman v. Kera, the lawsuit that led to the appellate decision.  MRPA will advocate for a specific exception for recreation waivers in 2010.   
· The committee held two GOTO Meetings, which were quite successful.
